HOMEWORK – Off-Campus Small Group Leader Guide


Session One: Long-term Investment (Commitment)

Background passage: Proverbs 3:1-18
Main point: Commitment is essential to a healthy home and means not only that I’ll stay, but I’ll engage so that my home is a healthy home. 

Introduction – The word commitment means different things to different people.  I ate the other day at Cracker Barrel – had Uncle Herschel’s….ham and eggs.  The chicken made a contribution, the pig made a commitment – he gave of himself.

Commitment is defined as:  The state of being bound emotionally or intellectually to a course of action or to another person or persons.  It involves dedication, application, even obligation to a person or institution.

Most people want a strong family and healthy home.  This is not something that happens by accident.  It takes intentional effort.  It takes work.  Many families don’t achieve this goal because there is a key ingredient missing – commitment.

Commitment is an essential element for effective homework. I’m not talking about just simply sticking around.  I’m talking about a commitment to making it the very best it can be.

In Proverbs 3 there is a challenge to embrace a Biblical approach to life.  As we focus on home, three words in vv. 3-6 are crucial to genuine commitment.  The writer says, 

Let love and faithfulness never leave you; bind them around your neck.  Then you will win favor and a good name in the sight of God and man.  Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight.  
1. Love – I want to do this.

2. Faithfulness – I’ll do it even when I don’t feel like it.

3. Trust – I know if I follow God’s plan He will honor it and give direction.
Application – When you have something that hurts on your body, its good to go to the source of the pain to fix it.  Commitment is a heart issue.  First address the issues of your heart and the symptoms will usually take care of themselves.

Small Group Questions
Read Proverbs 3:1-2. Why is it hard to keep God’s commands in our hearts?

Read Proverbs 3:3-6. When it comes to your daily life, why are you often more concerned with making a good name for yourself to impress other people rather than making a good name for God? 

In what areas of your life do you need to trust God more?

What is the difference between making a contribution and being committed? Do you think people today are spiritually committed? Why or why not? What about you… are you making a spiritual commitment or a spiritual contribution? 

What does your weekly calendar reveal about your priorities in life? What are some things that you need to eliminate so that you can be more focused on God and His purposes for your life?

1. Review Proverbs 3:1-6. To what extent was this portion of Scripture written specifically to you? What should be your response to this study? How can your small group help you achieve your spiritual goals?
Session Two: Blueprint (Biblical Literacy)

Background passage: Proverbs 2:1-11
Main point: The Bible is indispensable in building a strong family. 

Introduction – JFK, Jr death.  The cause was “spatial disorientation.”  This occurs when a pilot loses sight of the horizon.  The key is to use your instruments.  Unfortunately he was not trained to do so and the result was a tragic accident in which three people were killed.  We live in a very cloudy world.  The ideas and attitudes about values, morality, success and happiness are varied and stated with equal authority so that it is very difficult at times to know what is right and what is wrong.  We need a reliable source for truth and fortunately we have that in the Bible.

Never in history has spiritual interest been so high and biblical literacy so low.  If what we believe about the Bible is true, that it is truthful, authoritative, and sufficient, then why is it so neglected?

John MacArthur comments that, “We need to get back to the idea that if we study the Word of God and obey its principles, we will have a God-honoring family life and a fulfilling marriage that will please the Lord.”

Recently I asked our men how many led their family in family devotions and seldom was the overwhelming answer.

In Proverbs 2:1-4, we are given several imperatives that stress the urgency of searching God’s Word.

· Accept

· Store up

· Turn your ear

· Apply your heart

· Call out

· Cry aloud

· Look for as silver

· Search as for hidden treasure
Then the promise comes in 5-6:
· You will understand the fear of the Lord

· Find the knowledge of God
He uses words in 7-10 to describe the impact of following His Word:

· Victory

· Shield

· Guards 

· Protects

· Understand

· Wisdom

· Knowledge
Notice vv. 11, Discretion will protect you, and understanding will guard you.
Application – Have you ever wondered why we try to live life without following God’s directions?
Small Group Questions
What are some sources of information that often are mistaken for sources of truth? What are some things that affect your perception of truth?  

Read Proverbs 2:5-6. What does it mean to fear the Lord? Why is it so important for us to fear God?

The knowledge of God is the greatest pursuit to which we could ever commit our lives. What interferes with our desire to pursue the knowledge of God? 

Read Proverbs 2:11. Discretion will protect you, and understanding will guard you. It is easy for believers to adopt the world’s standards regarding direction, wisdom, understanding, and knowledge. How have you seen God’s Word protect and guard you?

What are the consequences of not asking for directions? What are the consequences of not asking for spiritual directions?

What is the role of God’s Word in your home? What should be its role and how can you make it more important?

1. Read Deuteronomy 6:1-9 What are the practical applications of this passage for your life? What has God taught you through His Word this week?
Session Three: Home Security (Purity)
Background passage: Proverbs 7:15-27
Main point: We have to go to war to protect our families from the polluting effects of the immorality of our culture.

Introduction – Remember the Janet Jackson wardrobe malfunction of Super Bowl ?  America was shocked!  It was interesting to me because of how tame that is compared to what most of kids in America are exposed to.  There can be no doubt we have lost our minds in the area of morality and promiscuity in the USA.  Sadly, Christians often times operate by the same standards as the world.

C.S. Lewis said, “It is safe to tell the pure in heart that say shall see God, for only the pure in heart will want to.”

Our culture is drowning in a cesspool of immorality.  It’s crucial we take steps to teach God’s standard of moral purity and a healthy view of sexuality.  We have to be proactive in protecting our families from destructive media influence.  Discernment has to be applied to mainstream programming and filters applied to avenues where pornography may be accessed.

Proverbs 7 teaches about the dangers of an adulterous life.  It is very relevant challenge for couples to affair proof their marriages.  There is also in the passage a glimpse into the power of seduction.

The passage builds in the intensity of the seduction and v. 21 sums it up, With persuasive she led him astray; she seduced him with her smooth talk.

That is the nature of sexual immorality – seduction.  It is arguably to most powerful seduction on the planet.  One reason is its play on God given-desires.

Purity is the “gold standard” for a Christ-follower.  The Bible says in Eph 6:18, But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality,...  We have to make sure we are committed to God’s standard of moral purity.

Its important that we:

· Model moral purity.

· Teach Biblical values on sexuality.

· Warn about the dangers of sexual immorality.

· Protect our families from harmful media influence.

· Enforce standards of modesty and behavior.

Application – Sex is like a fire in the fireplace. Kept in the right place it is safe; but set where it doesn’t belong, it is dangerous.
Small Group Questions
How have the standards of purity changed throughout your lifetime? From God’s perspective, what is pure?

Read Ephesians 5:3. What are some examples of things that hint at sexual immorality? What should be our attitude toward these things?

How can we model moral purity in our homes? Consider television, music, magazines, books, radio shows, podcasts, and so forth. 

What are the consequences of lax moral standards in our homes? How do you raise the moral bar with your children, spouse, or friends? 

Why do some parents refuse to live by the standards they set for their children? What is the message of this dual standard?

1. Read Proverbs 7:1-5. What are the practical applications of this passage to your life?
Session Four: Routine Maintenance (Time Management)

Background passage: Proverbs 16:1-9
Main point: Time is a precious gift and should be used wisely in the building of a healthy home.

Introduction –Are you moving at warp speed with no time for relationships?  Do you have no energy or passion for life?  Are you in a rut?

All of these are issues related to the use of our time.

The key issue relates to priorities.  They contribute powerfully to how we perceive time and how we spend it.  How you use your time can determine the difference between a sense of contentment, because you know you’re doing exactly what you were made for, and a sense of regret.  If you want to live with no regrets, then it you might need to inventory your life and see how you’ve been spending your time.

From USA Today: “If family life is being sacrificed, then marriage suffers, says Alvin Rosenfeld, author of The Overscheduled Child: Avoiding the Hyper-Parenting Trap and co-author of Hyper Parenting: Are You Hurting Your Child by Trying Too Hard?  

“Of course, no one is calling for children to just sit home and watch hours of TV or play video games, but when extracurricular activities get in the way of functions that help build character and morality, parents must rethink their priorities,” Rosenfeld says.  “When life takes a back seat to soccer games, something’s wrong.”

Henry Cloud said, “people have a need to be in control of their lives, and they have a need to know God is behind that idea.”

It takes work to regain your family’s time.  It is important we see time as a budgeting and stewardship issue and use it wisely.

In Proverbs 16 we are challenged to understand time from God’s perspective.  God is interested in why and how as much what.

Consider these questions:

· Why do spend my time the way I do (v. 2)?

· Are my plans surrendered to the Lord (v. 3)?

· Do I think the rules don’t apply to me (vv. 4-5)?

· Are my priorities ordered by my love and surrender to the Lord (6-7)?

· Do I lack contentment (v. 8)?

· Do I really think I’m in charge of my life (v. 9)?

A great time management principle is found in Mathew 6:33, But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.

Application – Can you say you honor God with the use of your time?  Are you making time for what is important?  If you’re too busy for God, you’re too busy.

Small Group Questions

1. Read Proverbs 16:2. What are some of the demands on your time? How do you decide which activities get priority?

2. Read Proverbs 16:3. What are the differences between your plans and God’s plans? Which one are you most likely to follow?
3. Read Proverbs 16:4-5. What happens when we hold others to standards to which we refuse to adhere?
4. Read Proverbs 16:6-7. What role does your relationship with God play in the establishment of your priorities at home, at work, and in your free time?
5. Read Proverbs 16:8. What is the difference between contentment and happiness? Which is more important to you?
6. Read Proverbs 16:9. How can we give God more control or total control of our lives? 
Session Five: Home Economics (Stewardship)
Background passage: Proverbs 3:9-10
Main point: God’s principles for money management are trustworthy and, when applied, lower our risk and anxiety level. 
Introduction – Money is a sensitive topic with many in the church - especially in times of economic uncertainty.  Interestingly enough, Jesus had a lot to say about money and possessions.  In fact, 15% of everything he said relates to the topic – more than His teachings on heaven and hell combined.
Why do think that is so?  Because there is a fundamental connection between our spiritual lives and how we think about and handle money – God sees faith and finances as inseparable.
You can tell a ton about people’s commitment to Christ by looking at their checkbook.  Show me the money and you’ll see the heart.
“Plenty of people are willing to give God credit, yet few are willing to give Him cash.”

There is an important need for families to think right in this area.  It is a huge factor in divorce.  It also adds tons of stress to families even when they stay together. 

The key principle – God owns everything.

Proverbs 3: 9-10, Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops; then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim with new wine.

Four Important Questions:

1. What is the purpose of my stewardship?

-  To honor God. (9)

2. What is the product of my stewardship?

-  With your possessions. (9)

3. What is the priority of my stewardship?

-  With your first gift. (9)

4. What is the promise of my stewardship?

-  You will receive. (10)

When I give:

1. I honor God in my heart (Mt 6:21).

2. I am never more like God (Jn 3:16).

3. I overcome greed (1 Tim 6:6-10).

4. I find great joy.

The less I spent on myself and the more I gave to others, the fuller of happiness and blessing did my soul become.

5. I am blessed (Acts 20:35).

One final question:  Why don’t you give as you should?

· Lack of a budget.

· Financial stress.

· Never been challenged to.

· No desire.

Application –  Someone asked upon John D. Rockefeller’s death – one of the wealthiest men who lived – “how much did he John D. leave?”  The reply was classic:  “he left all of it.”

You can’t take it with you.  You’ll never see a hearse pulling a U Haul.

Jesus challenged us to store up our treasure in heaven.

Take some steps this week to become a giver – a tither, a percentage giver, or to give something.
Small Group Questions

1. What does your checkbook reveal about your commitment to Christ? What does your checkbook say are your priorities?

2. The truth is that God owns everything. Why is that truth sometimes hard for us to accept?

3. What are the reasons people refuse to give to God through the church?

4. Read Proverbs 3:9-10. What are the promises associated with being obedient to God in the area of giving? 

5. The biblical concept of blessing is that of a funnel, not a cup. In what ways are God’s resources flowing through your life? How do you keep from directing God’s resources toward things that aren’t important to Him?

6. How strong is the pull of materialism in our culture? How strong is its pull in your life?

7. What are some things we can do to teach our families biblical stewardship?
Session Six: House Rules (Discipline)
Background passage: Proverbs 4:1-27
Main point: Parents have a responsibility to clearly communicate and enforce boundaries. 

Parents must set standards and expectations for their kids.  There should and must be appropriate punishment applied and healthy ways to solve conflict.  Families also need to work hard at having a healthy communication system.

Parents have to teach their children to:

1. Obey their parents (1-4).

2. Gain wisdom (5-7).

3. Watch the company they keep (14).

4. Guard their heart (23).

5. Watch their words (24).

6. Be careful what they look at (25).

7. Make responsible decisions (26-27).

Some guidelines:

· Pray a ton.

· It’s all about relationships.

· Be proactive.

· Be brave.

· Dial down the anger.

· Understand the times.

· Be fair.

· Be firm

· Be consistent.

· Parent as a team.

· Pray some more.

Application – the curious thing is that kids without boundaries don’t feel loved.  It’s never too late to start.  The best way you can love your kids is to establish boundaries and lovingly enforce the respect and adherence to these boundaries.

Small Group Questions

1. What are some of the boundaries that governed your childhood?
2. How did you respond to those boundaries? How did perception of those boundaries changed as you matured?
3. What is the most difficult aspect of parenting? What makes it so difficult?
4. Read Proverbs 4:23-27. What are some things we can do to guard our hearts and the hearts of our family members?
5. What is the role of your small group in preventing you from swerving “to the right or to the left”? 
6. Take a moment to reflect on this series of lessons. How will your home be affected by what you have learned?
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